Water Restrictions and Their Impact on You     By  Linda Castle
Some time ago I wrote an article for my sailing club about potential water restrictions and the impact they would have on boat owners. The cartoon showed owners washing their boat down with a bucket. We all laughed. Much of the article was fact but I stretched the truth a bit too – laying down the law as the new authority (ha! Ha!)  telling everyone there was a new standard - owners of larger yachts would have a hard time washing their pride and joy with a water allowance less than adequate, (buckets only). Smaller yachts would continue to sparkle with a more generous allowance. At the end of the article, I admitted to taking them all out with the tide, only the first paragraph was fact, including rinsing down with a triggergrip. Now, my article shows foresight as level 3 water restrictions take hold. Like boatowners, you, your car & garden will all be affected. For boats and cars, the bucket thing is now a reality. In case you don’t know the new restrictions, here are the ones mostly relevant to you and yes I promise I’m not spinning a yarn. (That is unless you think a statue of yourself from Madame Toussard’s waxworks may prove useful. Placed in your garden poised with trigger nozzle in hand working night shift 8pm - 8am it could save a bit of time hand watering!) Seriously though you can find more information by visiting www.sawater.com.au  on the net or phone 1800 130 952 
DOMESTIC GARDENS AND LAWNS Hand-held hoses fitted with a trigger nozzle or drip-watering systems may be used on any day, but only before 8am or after 8pm.  Watering cans and buckets can be used at any time. Sprinkler systems can be used on one day a week for three hours in the morning and/or for three hours in the evening in accordance with the following:- Even numbered properties on Saturday between 5am - 8am and 8pm - 11pm  Odd numbered properties on Sunday between 5am - 8am and 8pm - 11pm. Sprinklers cannot be used to water verges. If you are installing a new lawn, you need to apply for a permit to water outside the water restrictions.
HARD SURFACES Water must not be used to wash paved or concreted areas, decking, walls or roofs of a building at any time unless it is necessary to do so to protect public health, ensure safety of people using the area, ensure the health and welfare of animals using the area or in case of accident, fire or other emergency. Windows may be cleaned from a bucket filled directly from a tap
FOUNTAINS, PONDS AND WATER FEATURES A fountain, pond or water feature that doesn’t recycle water must not be operated and must not be topped up unless it supports fish. The level of water in a fountain, pond or water feature that recycles water may be topped up only with water from a hand held hose or bucket. Fountains, ponds and water features must not be refilled after emptying.
SWIMMING POOLS AND SPAS Existing pools and spas must not be refilled from empty. New pools or spas may be filled only under the authority of a permit from SA Water. A permit will not be granted unless there is proof a cover has been purchased to prevent water loss through evaporation. The level of water in a swimming pool or spa that has been previously filled with water may be topped up or maintained only with water from a hand held hose or bucket. Children’s wading pools must not be filled with more than 250 litres of water. 
WASHING CARS AND BOATS Water must not be used to wash a vehicle except by means of a commercial car wash or a bucket filled directly from a tap. Hoses are not to be used. Boat owners are permitted to flush out motors and rinse off metal parts to prevent corrosion.

